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Quartier Concordia 
in city budget 


The City of Montreal has officially recognized the 
Quartier Concordia project and will be investing 
in its development. The announcement was part 
of the Montreal budget for 2007, released Nov. 29. 


Quartier Concordia will transform the Sir | 
George Williams Campus from a random collec- | 


tion of buildings into a welcoming and cohesive 
urban environment in the area bordered by 
Sherbrooke, Guy and Bishop Sts. and René 
Lévesque Blvd. 

While Mayor Gérald Tremblay and Ville-Marie 
Borough Mayor Benoit Labonté have publicly 
endorsed the project, this is the first time fund- 





ing for the project has been mentioned in the | 


budget. The amount is unspecified. 
The goals of the Quartier Concordia project 
include improving the use of outdoor spaces, 


stimulating street life, and providing respite for | 


the Concordia community and the public. 
Quartier Concordia will maintain a welcoming 
environment for the Concordia community and 


the surrounding neighbourhood, highlight land- | 
marks, improve the use of space, promote the | 


display of artwork and create a distinct campus 
environment within the downtown core. 


Two years ago, the Montreal firm Groupe | 


Cardinal Hardy worked with the university on a 
design for the area. For images, please go to 
buildings.concordia.ca/sgw/quartier.php. 


Season of charity: the big tree is up 


Publications Mail Agreement No.40042804 











in the atrium of the J.W. McConnell Building (LB) until Dec. 12. Over the lunch hour, Multi- 


faith Chaplaincy invites you to decorate it with ribbons for a small donation. The money raised goes to the Student Emergency Food 
Fund, which helps hundreds of students every year. Above, Chaplaincy’s Ellie Hummel and Tracey Fisher get in the spirit. 


Partnership honoured 
at ADRIQ award gala 


Composite materials have a wide range of applications 


KAREN HERLAND 


Suong Hoa:(Mechanical and Industrial 
Engineering) was among those hon- 
oured at the ADRIQ (Association de la 
recherche industrielle du Québec) 2006 
Prix Innovation gala. 

The Consortium for Research and 
Innovation in Aerospace in Quebec 
(CRIAQ) sponsored the project for which 
Hoa received ADRIQ's Prix Partenariat. 
The Project involved the participation of 
Ecole Polytechnique, Bell Helicopter 
Textron Canada Ltd. (BHTCL), and Pratt 
and Whitney Canada. It was an integral 
part of a larger $2.2 million research pro- 
gram that relied on the expertise of collab- 
orators from Delastek Inc., the National 
Research Council's Institute for Aerospace 
Research, and the Defense Research 
Establishment at Val Cartier. 


The partnership between the research 
teams of Hoa and Robert Fews of 
BHTCL (Mirabel, Quebec) was also cele- 
brated in October by the Natural 
Sciences and Engineering Research 
Council (NSERC), which awarded the 
partners one of seven national Synergy 
awards for their highly productive 18- 
year research and development collabo- 


. rations in the area of composite technol- 


ogy for aerospace applications. 

Composites, as the name suggests, are 
a combination of two or more different 
materials. The resulting material lever- 
ages the best properties of the original 
products. Composites are highly desir- 
able in aerospace applications because 
they are durable and maintain their 
structural integrity at high altitudes and 
in space despite extreme temperature 
fluctuations. 


“Composite materials are appropriate 
for a wide range of industrial applica- 
tions, particularly where weight, dura- 
bility and resistance to environmental 
conditions are important considera- 
tions, said Shelley Sitahal, Manager, 
Industry and Partnerships, in the Office 
of Research. 

The ADRIQ prize was awarded at a 
gala on Noy. 23 at Windsor Station. On 
hand to accept the award were: Louise 
Dandurand, Vice-President Research 
and Graduate Studies; Claude Lessard, 
President, Delastek Ltd.; Guy Lambert, 
Vice-President Engineering, BHTCL; 
Pierre Dicaire, Director NRC-IAR 
(AMTC); and Sami Girgis, of Pratt and 
Whitney Canada. 

For information on the 
research project go to cjournal.concor- 
dia.ca 


more 
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Political Science headed in new directions 


Department has more registered students than any other across the country 


KAREN HERLAND 


With 1,900 students, Concordia 
has the largest Political Science 
department in the country. Last 
year, it shifted out of a Bishop St. 
annex into brand new digs on the 
12th floor of the Hall Building. 

The move was overdue. “We 
no longer need to stuff profes- 
sors in broom closets,” joked 
Chair Peter Stoett. 

In addition to the large student 
population, the department has 
steadily increased its faculty by 
two or three professors each 
year, growing from 12 to 30 
tenure-track positions since 
1998, which is coincidentally the 
year Stoett came to Concordia 
from the University of Guelph. 
There are also six LTAs (limited 
term appointments), an ETA 
(extended term appointment) 
and five full-time support staff. 

The department has assumed 
the editorship of the Canadian 
Journal of Political Science (see 
below) and Concordia houses 
the secretariat of the 
International Political Science 
Association (IPSA). “These two 
initiatives help to put our name 
on the map” 

The growth is not abating any 
time soon. With such a large stu- 
dent population, more professors 
are needed. Also, the department 
will add a PhD program in 
September 2007, and has sent 
over 200 recruitment posters to 
academic institutions across 
North America and Europe. “I've 
already received queries from as 
far away as China and Africa’ 

However, the department only 


intends to admit half a dozen 
students. “We'll resist the urge to 
rush. These people will be with 
us for four or five years.” 

This theoretical direction com- 
plements the practical intern- 
ships available to students in their 
Masters in Public Policy and 
Public Administration (MPPPA) 
program. Many end up in federal 
government positions, involved in 
policy analysis, evaluation and 
development. “Three-quarters of 
our students who complete 


internships are so successful that 
they are offered full-time posi- 
tions.” Other masters students 
pursue a thesis option, reflecting 
the diversity of the field itself. 

Part of the reason for the 
department's growth is increas- 
ing interest in the various sub- 
fields within political science. 
“This is really a sub-field-driven, 
eclectic discipline, linked by a 
common fascination with the 
origins, exercise, and decline of 
power and influence” 


While there is a growing stu- 
dent interest in globalization, and 
international and transnational 
concerns, Stoett’s specialization, 
international relations, is only one 
of several sub-fields the depart- 
ment seeks to develop in equal 
strengths. Professors also 
research and teach in compara- 
tive politics, public policy, political 
theory, and Quebec and Canadian 
politics. The department also has 
a CRC in Comparative Public 
Policy (see page 3). 


Stoett would like to further 
enrich the public profile of the 
department by increasing the 
number of visiting scholars and 
research chairs, hiring addition- 
al highly qualified and produc- 
tive faculty, and encouraging 
Concordia graduates to pursue 
careers in the world of political 
administration, political 
activism, teaching and 
research. “Ultim-ately, our stu- 
dents are our most visible out- 
ward sign of success.” 





Csaba Nikolenyi (left) and department chair Peter Stoett relax in the Political Science offices on the 12th floor of the Hall Building. 





Canadian Journal of Political Science now calls Concordia home 


, KAREN HERLAND 





When Csaba Nikolenyi saw that 
the Canadian Journal of Political 
Science was seeking a new home 
base last fall, he knew that it was 


time to step up. 
The CJPS falls under the 
Canadian Political Science 


Association (CPSA) and moves to 
a different institution every three 
years. The 40-year-old quarterly is 
published by Cambridge 
University Press, and enjoys that 
institution's distribution network. 

“Id been talking about get- 
ting the journal here for many 
years, Nikolenyi said. “Given 
the number of hirings and pub- 
lications we've had lately, it 


seemed like the next step.” 

Nikolenyi, whose research focus- 
es on comparative politics, recruit- 
ed his colleagues André Lecours, 
who works in the same sub-field, 
and Julian Schofield, whose expert- 
ise is in international relations. 

The three of them worked on 
the proposal knowing that there 
had been increasing complaints 
that those sub-fields had been 
under-represented in recent years. 

They also approached Arts & 
Science Dean David Graham, who 
immediately pledged $10,000 per 
year to the project. The CPSA was 
impressed that the bid had the 
support of the faculty and accept- 
ed it, agreeing to match the fund- 
ing with $10,000 of its own. 


That money covers the support 
work of two graduate students 
who handle correspondence to 
and from contributors and 
reviewers, postage and other 
expenses. The department fur- 
nishes space for the project, and 
telephone and computer equip- 
ment and support. 

This month marks the first 
Concordia-edited edition of the 
C/PS, even though we officially 
took over in June. Until now, the 
content for the journals had been 
inherited from the previous edi- 
tors at Simon Fraser University. 

English editorial tasks are now 
covered by Nikolenyi, Lecours and 
Schofield (with the titles editor, 
assistant editor and book review 


editor respectively). Two profes- 
sors at the University of Ottawa 
handle French material (the jour- 
nal usually publishes one French 
paper per issue). 

As an omnibus journal, C/PS is 
expected to cover a broad range 
of material from contributors. 
Each paper is assessed by the edi- 
tors and then sent to experts in 
the field who have agreed to 
review the work. 

Nikolenyi said that generally 
five or six reviewers are ap- 
proached from their bank of 
potentials around the world. Of 
those five, it is hoped that two or 
three will agree to read the work in 
a reasonable time frame. 

“We need two reviewers to 


agree to either publish, reject or 
ask for revisions, Nikolenyi said. 
That process is dependent on the 
reviewers, who may take any- 
where from a few weeks to several 
months to complete their tasks. 

Nikolenyi is encouraged that sub- 
missions have not dropped off with 
the change of location, something 
that can happen during a transi- 
tional period. He said 40 new man- 
uscripts have arrived since June. 

He hopes that manuscripts will 
come from far afield so that the 
journal will not focus solely on 
Canadian politics or perspectives 
but simply be Canada’s contribu- 
tion to national and international 
discussions on political trends and 
theories. 
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Policy implications 
of ageing populations 





Patrik Marier, Canada Research Chair in Comparative Public Policy, says that population ageing is part of a much 
bigger and more complex picture. 


DAWN WISEMAN 





Patrik Marier (Political Science) 
says the media is overstating the 
impact of an ageing society on 
the North American labour 
force. All those boomer retire- 
ments are not likely to cause a 
crisis here. 

“The problem is not nearly as 
acute as portrayed, he said. “The 
Canadian labour force will actu- 
ally increase in the short term 
and then level out. In the US., it 
will continue to increase, but in 
Europe, a number of countries 
will have problems. Italy and 
Spain will see a 40 per cent drop 
in their labour forces over the 
next few decades,” 

Marier is the Canada Research 
Chair for Comparative Public 
Policy. Created in May 2005, the 
Chair focuses on the policy chal- 
lenges engendered by population 
ageing in industrialized countries. 

To underline the complexity of 
issues that must be considered in 
ageing policy, he pointed out that 
Canada’s relative good fortune 
with respect to its labour force is 
not, as many would suspect, relat- 
ed to recent trends in immigra- 
tion, but rather to past ones. 

“Recent immigrants are fairly 
quick to move if their expecta- 
tions aren't met; he said, so they 
cannot be counted on to meet 
labour needs. It is instead the 
children of immigrants from the 
1950s and 60s who are maintain- 
ing, and will maintain, the 
Canadian workforce. “These 


people came and established 
homes. They gave their children 
a sense of place, and with a third 
generation now coming along, 
they are less likely to move” 

“Ageing policy crosses many 
ministries; Marier said. “Employ- 
ee retention is a human resource 
concern. Keeping women in the 
workforce involves childcare 
issues. There are also tax issues 
which are looked at by Finance” 
Once decisions are made it 
becomes even more complex 
because “we tend to underesti- 
mate the challenges related to 
implementation’ 

By examining government 
approaches to ageing in OECD 
countries, Marier hopes to create 
a comparative database of key 
parameters that classify coun- 
tries by. their strengths and 
weaknesses. As an example of a 
strong working policy, he offered 
the Finnish approach to older 
workers in the labour force. 

“The Finns are champions in 
this area. They believe in adapt- 
ing the workplace to help people 
maintain their jobs as they age.” 

Marier came to the study of 
ageing through his research into 
pensions. “I am interested in 
how pensions are problematized 
and conceptualized.’ He pointed 
out that Canada’s pension “sys- 
tem is mature and full-grown,’ so 
changing it is difficult. Any pen- 
sion reform directly impacts 
both current and future users, 
and the government must meet 
“commitments made to those 


who contributed to the system? 
so part of his research focuses on 
who politicians listen to in the 
development of policy change. 

Marier underlined that when 
certain groups of acknowledged 
experts are left out or ignored in 
policy discussions — as the 
Harper government has been 
accused of doing with regard to 
the environment — the legitimacy 
of resulting work is often publicly 
questioned. 

“There is politics involved in 
who is legitimized as an expert;’ 
he explained. To depoliticize 
debate, “you need to get consen- 
sus out of a diversity of expert 
opinion” This means involving all 
stakeholders in the discussion of 
policy development and delivery. 

On Nov. 23, Marier hosted a 
number of experts on ageing at 
Adapting Public Policies in Ageing 
Societies, the final 2006 event in 
the Cycle de rencontres Canada- 
UE series was held at Concordia. 
Funded by the European 
Commission's Programme de 
diplomatie publique and Ottawa 
delegation, and co-sponsored by 
the Chair for Comparative Public 
Policy, the panel sought to under- 
line the way in which govern- 
ments are coordinating policies to 
face the challenge of an ageing 
population. 

Speakers included Byron 
Spencer, McMaster University, 
and Director of Social and 
Economic Dimensions of an 
Aging Population (SEDAP), a 
SSHRC-funded program. 
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ACCOLADES 


Congratulations to Charles Ellison (Music), who has been chosen 
as the recipient of the Martin Luther King Jr. Achievement Award for 
2007 for his contributions to the life of the black community in 
Montreal. The award will be presented Jan. 27 at a gala organized by 
the Black Theatre Workshop. 


“Qo 


Kai Lamertz (Management) received congratulations from the edi- 
tor of the Canadian Journal of Administrative Science. His paper, co- 
authored with Joel Baum, titled “The legitimacy of organizational 
downsizing in Canada: An analysis of explanatory media accounts,’ 
is the most cited article published in CJAS for the period 1993 to the 
present. 


~Qo 


Congratulations to Peter Shizgal (Center for Studies in Behavioral 
Neurobiology), who has been elected a fellow of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science. The honour, which was 
initiated in 1874, is acknowledged with a certificate and rosette. 
Shizgal is being recognized for his empirical and theoretical work on 
the neurobiology of reward and choice behaviour in the rat and his 
application of that work to choice behaviour in humans. The presen- 
tation will be made in San Francisco on Feb. 17 at the AAAS Fellows 
Forum, part of the association's annual meeting. 


~\@Q/o 


Lucie Lequin (Etudes frangais- 
es) has been appointed to a 
three-year mandate to the 
Commission sur l'enseignement 
et la recherche universitaires of 
the Conseil supérieur de I'éduca- 
tion. Last semester she delivered 
a series of lectures on Quebec lit- 
erature at the universities of 
Seville, Barcelona, Madrid, 
Oviedo, Alicante and Castellon in 
Spain and at the Institut francais 
in Valencia. Her lectures dealt 
with the writing of immigrants 
and their impact on Quebec liter- 
ature and the representation of 
the family in the Quebec novel 
over the last 15 years. 


~Q- 


Congratulations to Sydney Miller (Psychology), who was given the 
RBC-Banque Royale Award by the Heart and Stroke Foundation of 
Quebec for his research on strokes and stress. 


~Qno 


Jennifer Perrin, an MSc candidate in Psychology, won the Brain Star 
Award from the Neuroscience, Mental Health and Addiction 
Institute of CIHR for her thesis. Like Elaine Waddington Lamont, 
whose doctoral thesis won her the gold medal at fall convocation, 
she was a student of Shimon Amir. 


“oo 


Nghi M. Nguyen (Building, Civil and Environmental Engineering) 
was invited by the Barbados Association of Professional Engineers 
(BAPE) to deliver a seminar on Project Technical Risk Management 
to its members and those of neighbouring islands’ engineering asso- 
ciations, held in October at the Amaryllis Beach Resort in 
Barbados. The seminar was organized as part of a weeklong 2006 
Annual Convention of the Caribbean Council of Engineering 
Organisations. His presentation focused on how to effectively plan 
and control potential risks on construction projects. 


~@Q- 


A symposium on the artist Antoine Plamondon was held Nov. 30 by 
the McCord Museum and the Gail and Stephen A. Jarislowsky 
Institute for Studies in Canadian Art in collaboration with the 
Department of Art History of UQAM. Sandra Paikowsky (Art 
History) and Frangois Mare Gagnon, of the Jarislowsky Institute, 
were among the speakers, and the moderator was Loren Lerner 
(Art History). 
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John Steffler now poet laureate 


John Steffler, currently a scholar 
in residence teaching poetry 
workshops’ in  Concordia’s 
Creative Writing program, has 
just been named Canada’s offi- 
cial poet. 

The two-year appointment is 
officially called Parliamentary 
Poet Laureate. Steffler, who is cur- 
rently retired and living in 
Montreal, is the third poet to hold 
this office. 

Chair Marcie Frank said the 
whole English Department is 
delighted with the news. 

“We are thrilled to have John 
Steffler with us as a scholar in 
residence for 2006-07. He is a 
wonderful poet as well as a gifted 
teacher of poetry. It is a great 
thing for the department, and for 
poetry in Canada’ 

The poet laureate may com- 
pose poetry for use in Parliament 


on state occasions, sponsor poet- 
ry readings, advise the Parlia- 
mentary Librarian on _ the 
Library's collection and acquisi- 
tions, and perform related duties 
at the request of the Speaker of 
the Senate or the House or the 
Parliamentary Librarian. 

An award-winning poet and 
fiction writer, Steffler was cho- 
sen by a selection committee 
comprising the parliamentary 
librarian, commissioner of offi- 
cial languages (Graham Fraser, a 
former Gazette journalist), the 
director of the Canada Council 
for the Arts, and the head of the 
National Archives. 

More information is available 
online at www.parl.gc.ca/poet. 
Next term the Journal hopes to 
publish an interview with 
Canada’s new poet laureate 
about his work. 





IN MEMORIAM. 


Lloyd Parsons 


Lloyd Parsons, a 30-year 
employee of Concordia in the 
| Department of Admissions, 
' died Nov. 22 in his 75th year 
| after complications from sur- 
| gery. He retired in 1995. 

| His friend Estelle Bausat told 
| the Journal that he was an avid 
gardener and an active member 
| of the St. Lambert Horticultural 
| Society, where he won prizes for 








his flowers. He was also active 
in the St. Lambert United 
Church, Meals on Wheels and | 
the Concordia University | 
Pensioners Association. | 

Lloyd is survived by his broth- 
er, David, nieces Pamela,| 
Patricia and Paula, and his com- | 
panion of many years, Donn | 
Magee, to whom we extend our | 


sympathy. 
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Director, Concordia Centre for 
Interdisciplinary Studies 
in Society and Culture 


Concordia University invites applications for the position of Director, 
Concordia Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies in Society and Culture. The 
successful candidate will provide academic leadership by fostering interdis- 
ciplinary research and graduate studies in the Humanities and cognate 
fields of the Social Sciences and Fine Arts. He or she will be responsible for 
advancing the Centre's academic mission to develop and promote a 
humanist perspective on knowledge and knowledge formation that is 
focused around studies of human cultures both past and present. 


Subject to budgetary approval, we anticipate filling this position for June 1, 
2007. Review of applications will begin immediately and will continue until the 
position is filled. All application materials should reach Dr. Graham Carr, 
Associate Dean Research and Graduate Studies, Faculty of Arts and Science, ° 
7141 Sherbrooke St. W., L-AD 532-7 Montreal, Quebec H4B 1R6 no later than 


February 1, 2007. 


For complete details please visit the Faculty’s Website at http://artsand- 


sciencel.concordia.ca/employment/ 


All qualified candidates are encouraged to apply; however, 
Canadian citizens and permanent residents of Canada will be given 
priority. Concordia University is committed to employment equity. 





President gets medal, signs pacts in France 





Left to right, Claude Lajeunesse with Wilfrid-Guy Licari, the head of Quebec's delegation to France, and Michael 
Turcotte, Chairman of the Board of Hydro-Quebec. Roch Denis, former Rector of UQAM, also received the honour. 


President Claude Lajeunesse was 
one of four Quebecers awarded 
the Centre Jacques Cartier medal 
in Lyon, France, on Dec. 3. 

It was presented during the 19th 
edition of the Centre's annual 
“Entretiens” conference. 

The medal is awarded to mem- 
bers of the academic, economic, 
political or cultural communities 


of France or Quebec. 

While he was in France, 
Lajeunesse signed a contract and 
an agreement in principle with 
the Ecole centrale d’électronique 
(ECE) and the Institut d'Etudes 
Politiques de Lyon. 

The contract with ECE is aimed 
specifically at Concordia’s Faculty 
of Engineering and Computer 


Science, and will permit the facul- 
ty to receive approximately 150 
ECE students for the fall terms of 
2007-08 and 2008-09, 

The collaboration agreement 
with the Institut d’Etudes Poli- 
tiques de Lyon is aimed at encour- 
aging joint educational and 
research efforts. More at mediare- 
lations.concordia.ca 


Garnet Key opens door to youth 


You've seen them, with their 
wine-red blazers and welcoming 
smiles. The Garnet Key is an elite 
group of a dozen students who 
officiate as ushers at formal uni- 
versity events. Their year-long 
mandate gives them the opportu- 
nity to undertake a community 
service project. 

The 2006-07 Key are taking a 
bigger leap than their predeces- 
sors: a bilingual conference on 
youth development in Montreal, 
to be held Saturday, Feb. 10, in the 
Henry F. Hall Building. 

The idea is to bring together at 
least three elements — young peo- 
ple between 12 and 17, community 
agencies that work with young 
people, and Concordia students — 
to bounce ideas off one another. 

Their ultimate goal is to create a 
direct connection between 
Concordia students and these 
organizations to establish intern- 
ships. Their main partner is Big 
Brothers and Big Sisters of Greater 
Montreal, which has years of expe- 
rience in the field and a network of 
contacts in local high schools, and 
L.O.VE. (Leave Out Violence). 

The Garnet Key organizers 
have already lined up about a 
dozen groups that want to take 
part, including Literacy Through 
Hip Hop, Mise Au Jeu, Réseau 


Droits et Démocratie, the Institut 
du Nouveau Monde, Vidéo 
Paradiso, PACT de rue, TOHU - 
Forum Jeunesse and the Park 
Extension Youth Organization. 

They plan to hold a panel dis- 
cussion in Room H-110, and then 
take over the recently renovated 
seventh floor for workshops and 
a luncheon. 

President Gabriel Bran Lopez 
and Vice-President Molly Kohli 
want to get the message out to 
faculty and staff now so that they 
can bring their expertise to bear 
on the planning of the big day. 
Theyre still collecting ideas to 
make it as lively and provocative 
as possible for the participants. 

They also want to introduce 
the idea to Concordia students 
interning with youth groups, 
because they may not have con- 
sidered the possibility. “It looks 
really good on your CV, Lopez 
said with a smile. 

In their proposal, the organizers 
“hope to provide similar and 
greater forums in our university 
year after year: 

“The members of the Garnet 
Key strive to have a significant 
and long-lasting impact on 
Concordia and_ the Montreal 
community, and ask you to con- 
sider and support this event, 


which will undoubtedly be worth- 
while, dynamic and exciting” 

If you would like to get 
involved, Gabriel, Molly and the 
rest of Key would love to hear 
from you. You can contact them 
at garnet.key@gmail.com. 
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Genomics attracts political attention 


BARBARA BLACK 


As part of a “Genomics on the 
Hill” event held Nov. 7 in Ottawa, 
researchers representing seven 
teams from across Canada spent 
a day talking to members who 
dropped in on their way to and 
from sessions in the House. 

At one of those sessions, 
Adrian Tsang met Marlene 
Jennings, the MP for the riding 
that includes the Loyola 
Campus. He invited her to visit 
the Centre for Structural and 
Functional Genomics, of which 
he is the director. 

“Ms. Jennings was surprised to 
see that one of the seven teams 
invited to Parliament Hill, and the 
only Quebec team, was from her 
riding, Tsang said. “She came to 
find out more about our work and 
how she can further promote sci- 
ence research and postsecondary 
education. “ 

The Centre got off to a great 
start in 1999 with more than $3 
million from the Canada 
Foundation for Innovation and 
another $1 million from industry. 
The funds enabled Concordia to 
build a core genomics facility that 
takes up much of the fifth floor of 
the Richard Renaud Science 
Complex. At its height, the Centre 
kept about 40 researchers and 
technicians busy. 

Genomics and bioinformatics 
have revolutionized the way the 
pharmaceutical, agricultural and 
other biotech industries do 
research and development. This is 
exciting multidisciplinary work 
that draws on the skills of bio- 
chemists, neurobiologists, micro- 
biologists, chemists, bioengineers 
and computer scientists. 

Much of their work focuses on 
enzymes. Enzymes can be put to 
many uses, such as breaking down 
wood and removing fat and pro- 








Adrian Tsang believes that everything should be recycled, and enzymes are key. Here he shows MP Marlene 
Jennings some of the sophisticated equipment used in genomics research at Concordia. 


tein from clothes. There are appli- 
cations in the food, pulp and 
paper, and forestry industries, just 
to name a few. For example, they 
can replace or supplement the 
chemicals now used as pulp 
bleaching agents. In one of the 
research projects, 70,000 new 
genes are being studied from 15 
fungal species. 

When Jennings visited the 
CFSG lab, she was shown some of 
the equipment the researchers 
use. This includes a colony picker 
robot that can pick thousands of 
colonies a day from solid agar 
plates and transfer them to a liq- 
uid medium for growth and fur- 
ther processing, (Each colony is 
the source of a single gene.) 

Then there's a microarrayer, a 
robot that can deposit up to 


80,000 spots of DNA, each corre- 
sponding to a single gene, on a 
standard 7.5 cm x 2.5 cm glass 
slide and print up to 75 slides at 
once. The slides are then used to 
compare two sets of cells grown 
under different conditions (for 
example, the presence or 
absence of a toxin) to see which 
of the 80,000 genes are turned on, 
which are turned off, and which 
stay the same under the two dif- 
ferent conditions. 

Microarray readers provide an 
image of the microarray (imagine 
trying to see 80,000 spots on a 7.5 
cm x 2.5 cm slide by eye!) that is 
further analyzed by powerful 
computer software. 

The Centre has supported many 
different research projects; the two 
largest were funded by Genome 
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Canada and Genome Quebec to a 
total of about $10 million. 

Recently, a Canada Foundation 
for Innovation application to 
fund upgrades and additional 
equipment for the Centre was 
turned down. Tsang and the 
researchers who work with him 
expect to hear why this month, 
and they discussed the matter 
with Jennings, who is an old hand 
on Parliament Hill. 

“We were very impressed,” said 


Justin Powlowski, a biochemist 


and Associate Dean, Facilities, 
for Arts and Science. “It was use- 
ful to learn about her connec- 
tions with the various funding 
bodies and programs that we 
deal with, and it provided us 
with the chance to provide feed- 
back to her about what we 
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thought worked (or didn’t work)?” 

When the biggest projects 
ended in 2004 and 2005, “we had 
to let go of some very good peo- 
ple” Powlowski said. “However, 
the Centre has always been open 
to all researchers at Concordia’? 

Full-time manager Peter 
Ulycznyj and full-time biotechnol- 
ogist Mare Champagne help peo- 
ple with the equipment and pro- 
vide expertise. “Their positions 
are funded by the Faculty of Arts 
and Science and the university, so 
they have been there through the 
dip in funding that we have been 
through recently,’ Powlowski said. 

All the members on the Centre's 
website are still active, Powlowski 
said, because they have individual 
research grants that provide funds 
for students, and they use the 
Centre for those projects. 

“Industry continues to help by 
collaborating on research grant 
applications, mostly by contribut- 
ing expertise and services. In 
some cases, our graduate students 
do some of their work in our 
industrial collaborators’ labs. 
Quite a few funding programs now 
require industrial partners to 
come up with a certain level of co- 
funding, and we have never had a 
problem finding them? 

Tsang said he’s optimistic that 
the Centre will regain major fund- 
ing from government and indus- 
try, and soon. “Last month the 
Centre received three grants 
totalling about $1.5 million” he 
said. “We also have other major 
proposals that have received ini- 
tial approval. 

“Compared with other research- 
ers in the country, we are doing 
quite well. We always want more 
to expand our research and gradu- 
ate training capacity. In many 
ways, we should be grateful for 
what we manage to do with the 
federal support.” 


Ron Lawless honoured 
for 17 years of service 


Friends and colleagues, including (from left) Board Chair Peter Kruyt 
and Board member and Chair of the Pension Committee Judith Kavanagh 
gathered to honour Ron Lawless (foreground) at a Recognition Dinner 
held on Nov. 28 at the Mount Royal Club. 

A former President and CEO of CN and VIA, Lawless's dedication to 
Concordia goes back to 1989. He served five three-year terms on the 
Concordia Board and chaired or served on countless committees, 
including the Collective Bargaining Committee, the Audit Committee, 
the Finance Committee (now called Budget Committee), the Pension 
Committee and the Employee Benefits Committee. A Governor 
Emeritus, he received an honorary doctorate from Concordia in 2003. 
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Choice words from Sherry Simon 


BARBARA BLACK 


Sherry Simon sees her native city 
through the prism of its lan- 
guages. Translation is a powerful 
lens for the professor of French 
studies, whose most recent book, 
Translating Montreal: Episodes in 
the Life of a Divided City, won the 
non-fiction category of the 
Quebec Writer's Federation's 
annual awards on Nov. 22. 

From her graduate studies in 
Paris under future superstar 
Roland Barthes — and even before 
that, when she took buses to 
explore Montreal's east end — 
Simon has been fascinated by how 
writers choose their words. As she 
shows in her book, they run the 
gamut from poet Frank Scott's 
noblesse oblige and journalist 
Malcolm Reid's edgy explorations 
of terra incognita to the playful- 
ness of writers like Jacques Ferron, 
who invented hybrid words like 
farouest and quickelounche. 

“Writers have invaded the 
domain of translation and 
wreaked a salutary havoc,” 
Simon writes with satisfaction. 
“Montreal has become a labora- 
tory for the interlingual imagi- 
nation, 

The phenomenon extends to 
languages other than English 
and French. She pays particular 
attention in her book to the 


struggles of the great poet A.M. 
Klein, the first Canadian writer 
to assert his Jewish identity 
through the use of English. 

One of the most exciting 
trends she spots is toward cos- 
mopolitanism among Québécois 
writers and translators. Pierre 
Anctil, who is not Jewish, trans- 
lates Yiddish writers into French. 
Jacques Brault started out as a 
nationalist writer but blossomed 
into an experimenter, writing 
about and under the influence of 
European and Asian writers. 
Michel Garneau does controver- 
sial translations of Leonard 
Cohen and William Shakespeare 
into French. 

Moreover, __ English-speaking 
writers are using their Quebec 
identity in unexpected ways, writ- 
ing in French or even composing 
“translations without the original” 
However, Simon cautioned in an 
interview, this would not have been 
possible had Montreal remained 
the uneasily bifurcated place it was 
when she was growing up. 

“The New Anglo is only possi- 
ble because this is [now] a French 
city, she said. 

At the core of her teaching and 
her books is the observation that 
every translation is a rewriting of 
the original and a new work of 
art. She speaks with approval of 
translators like Chicago-born 


David Homel, whose rendering of 
How to Make Love to a Negro is in 
fact wittier than Dany Laferriére's 
original hit in French. 

She said there had been a tra- 
dition of literary translation in 
Canada, mainly from French to 
English. However, most of the 
translation that was done was 
administrative and commercial, 
and went mainly from English to 
French because the English were 
the dominant language group. 

All that changed in the 1980s. 
Translation simply took off 
around the world, and gave rise 
to a form of academic self-regard 
called translation studies. “It 
became a very big field with a lot 
of voices; Simon said. She teach- 
es translation studies in the mas- 
ter's program and an introducto- 
ry course in translation itself. 

One of the pitfalls of being a 
Montrealer, apparently, is being 
almost too bilingual, the sort of 
person who switches effortlessly 
back and forth. She has learned to 
be wary of students who think 
they'll make great translators 
because they speak English and 
French equally well. 

In fact, the best translators 
have a profound knowledge of 
their own language, and write it 
best. “They also have to have 
excellent knowledge of French, 
but hopefully not to the extent of 


The Queens: a power struggle in verse 


The Queens is the next produc- 
tion by the Theatre Department. 
In a play filled with strong roles, 
the student actresses are Julia 
Hune-Brown, Rebecca Harper, 
Talar Kalajidian, Kelly Rigole, 
Patricia Summersett and Alek- 
sandra Wnuk. The director is 
Emma Tibaldo, a graduate of the 
Department and the National 
Theatre School. 

The original play is by 
Governor-General’s Award win- 
ner Normand Chaurette, author 
of 12 plays and numerous trans- 
lations from Shakespeare and 
other classics. The translation 
into English is by Linda 


Canadian Literature Reviews 
describes The Queens as “the 
mirror image of Shakespeare's 
War of the Roses tragedies, with 
only the female characters jock- 
eying for power onstage. This 
mirror, however, is a distorting 
glass. The castle in which the 
queens clash is more like Kafka's 
castle . . . than the Tower, and 


Chaurette has stocked it full of 
brave and vicious conceits, 
delivered in blank verse” 

The Queens opens Dec. 7, in 
the Cazalet Studio on the Loyola 





Campus, and runs until Dec. 17. 
For ticket prices, which are 
modest, and other information, 
please call the box office, at 
(514) 848-2424, ext. 4742. 





Sherry Simon celebrated her win at the Quebec Writer's Federation award 
gala at the Lion d’Or with her mother, artist Shirley Berk Simon. 


interfering with their English” 
Simon did her PhD at the 
Université de Montréal in French 
literature, and came to Concordia 
to teach in the Departement d’E- 
tudes francgaises in 1983, becom- 


Concordia does it write 


ing full-time in 1987. 

“I've always loved this depart- 
ment and this university,’ she 
said. “Now there's a sense of 
renewal in the department, and a 
nice spirit of dynamism.” 





in several contests 


The prize Sherry Simon won at 
the Quebec Writer's Federation 
gala on Nov. 22 was named for 
Mavis Gallant, who was recent- 
ly awarded the Prix Athanase- 
David. Gallant, now 84, has 
lived in Paris for many years. 
She was the first English- 
speaking Montreal writer to 
receive Quebec's highest liter- 
ary honour. 

Rawi Hage, who won two 
QWF awards that night for his 
novel, De Niro’s Game, is an 
alumnus of the Photography 
program at Concordia. Born in 
Beirut, he spent nine years in 
Lebanon during its civil war, 
and based his novel on the 
friendship of two young men 
during that conflict. His 
awards were the McAuslan 
First Book Prize and _ the 
Paragraphe Hugh MacLennan 
Prize for Fiction. 

Jon Paul Fiorentino, a finalist 
for the A.M. Klein Prize for 


Poetry for The Theory of the 
Loser Class, delivered a moving 
eulogy to the late Rob Allen, 
longtime teacher of writing in 
the English Department, at the 
QWF awards night. 

Peter Behrens, who won the 
2006 Governor-General’s Lit- 
erary Award in the fiction cate- 
gory, is another alumnus. 

He graduated with a degree in 
history in 1976, and Terry 
Byrnes (English) says he was 
permitted to attend the gradu- 
ate seminar in creative writing 
in 1976 despite his undergradu- 
ate status. He went on to a 
career as a writer, including 
short stories, essays and screen- 
plays, and now lives in Maine. 
His prizewinning novel, The 
Law of Dreams, is a re-imagining 
of the Irish famine of the mid- 
19th century. 

Hugh Hazelton, who teaches 
Spanish, won the GG in the 
translation category. 
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Aviation takes off 


DAWN WISEMAN 


While Isabelle Dostaler is the 
director of JMSB's Aviation (and 
Executive) MBA program, she’s 


quick to point out that 


Concordia’s expertise in the area 
is incredibly broad. 
“Across JMSB, Engineering, and 


Arts and Science, there are many — 
people working in the field” 
When they kept running into 


each other at conferences (“Other 


people call us the Concordia 


mafia”), they decided to come 
together and form Aviation and 
Aerospace Concordia. 

“It's really a ground-up initiative 
by professors to encourage 
exchange of ideas and collabora- 
tive work, she said. Last year, its 
first, the group organized a multi- 
disciplinary speaker series. 
“Together, were also trying to 
build and market the Concordia 
brand in aviation” 

Despite ongoing airline difficul- 
ties in the wake the 9/11, the avia- 
tion and aerospace industry is 
growing again, particularly in 
Quebec. “There's more to the sector 
than Bombardier; said Dostaler, 
pointing out that many small- and 
medium-sized companies play a 


significant role in the supply chain. 

“We're talking about travel 
agents, food suppliers, and parts 
manufacturers, as well as fuel 
delivery specialists and security 
companies. As a group, we want 


to support them and their needs” 
Security is a hot topic in the 


was jointly developed by JMSB 
and the Faculty of Arts and 
Science. Delivered to CATSA 
employees at a location in Ottawa, 
the certificate is self-financing. 
Two cohorts of 20 to 25 students 
will each undertake course work 
over a two-year period. The first 
cohort began in March of this 
year. When complete in 2009, it is 
expected that the certificate will 
be offered online. 

Dostaler believes that CATSA 
is a very good partner for the uni- 
versity. The Authority, which is 


responsible for security at all 
Canadian airports, was 
Transport Canada's response to 
heightened security require- 
ments after 9/11. “They are a key 
player in security research, and 
one we hope to have an ongoing 
relationship with, she said. 
ase the new arta 
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careers, Dostaler said the masters 
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has been consolidated so that it is 
now offered completely at a dis- 
tance, a significant improvement, 
in Dostaler's view. “We found the 
distance format was much better 
for the students we are serving. 
These are people with established 
careers who are on their way up, 
and want to keep working” 

With 23 students currently in 
the program (11 in year one and 
12 in year two), Dostaler’s goal is 
to expand it to 20 per year over 
the next 12 months. As a private 
program in which fees are com- 
pletely covered by students (or 
their firms), Dostaler acknowl- 
edged that the Aviation MBA 
needs at least 13 students to be 





Isabelle Dostaler knows that airport security is Sacomins increasingly 
big business. 


profitable, but that the program is 
growing, particularly through 
francophone media exposure. 
“One of our current students 
manages Hydro-Quebec's fleet of 
aircraft. She came to us after I did 
a radio interview in French. She 
didn't know such a program exist- 
ed at Concordia before that” 
Dostaler would also like to 


explore a more traditional-format 
joint MBA program with the 
Faculty and of Engineering and 
Computer Science that would 
integrate advanced management 
courses with existing MEng or 
MSc requirements. Given how 
many engineers end up in high- 
level management positions, she 
said, the idea just makes sense. 


The quantity of energy is quite strained 


DAWN WISEMAN 


In 1897-98, Paul Gaugin painted 
what for some is his ultimate 
masterpiece, Dou venons nous? 
Que sommes nous? D’ou allons 
nous? The brilliant oil on canvas, 
currently residing at the Museum 
of Fine Arts in Boston, depicts the 
stages of life from birth through 
maturity and death. For Radu 
Zmeureanu (Building, Civil and 
Environmental Engineering) the 
questions it asks are key to defin- 
ing his own work. 

Earlier this year, while on sab- 
batical at INSA-Lyon in France, 
Zmeureanu was invited to pres- 
ent at the Third European 
Research and Innovation Exhibi- 
tion in Paris. He opened his talk 
with Gaugin’s painting. 

“My presentation wasn't so 
much scientific as a wake-up call? 
he explained. “I wanted to 
emphasize that we are at a point 
in history where we are late in 
making our decisions. And while 
many people are now saying what 
needs to be said, key players are 
not listening” 

Like many others, Zmeureanu is 


concerned that we are collectively 
living beyond the means of the 
planet. His research therefore 
focuses on sustainability. As he 
pointed out, “Sustainability means 
different things to different peo- 
ple,’ but as an engineer, he is inter- 
ested in a scientific means of 
measuring it. 

There are a number of sustain- 
ability indices: each requiring the 


commodification of some meas- 
ure of environmental impact. The 
index espoused by the Kyoto 
Protocol uses COg as its com- 
modity. Carbon dioxide credits 
can be exchanged between coun- 
tries so that those who produce 
less of the gas, usually less devel- 
oped nations, can benefit finan- 
cially from the energy greed of 
more developed nations. 


Radu Zmeureanu (Building, Civil and Environmental Engineering) is com- 
mitted to building a sustainable future, and the sooner, the better. 
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While Zmeureanu believes 
Kyoto is a step in the right direc- 
tion, he said, “It is trying to solve a 
problem by touching on a symp- 
tom: So in his own work, he is 
using exergy. 

Exergy is a thermodynamic 
measure of how much work or 
power an energy source provides 
that incorporates a quantification 
of the quality of energy use com- 
pared to its application. 

As he explained, “Electricity is 
seen as high quality energy. From 
an exergy perspective, a problem 
occurs when the quality is degrad- 
ed through uses “which can be 
covered by other energy sources 
more efficiently.’ This means that 
in any system, the goal is to bal- 
ance quality and quantity of ener- 
gy input with quality and quantity 
of energy output. 

For example, 90 per cent of 
electricity produced in Alberta is 
generated through the burning of 
fossil fuels. “Burning coal at 
2000°C to produce a room tem- 
perature of 20°C makes no sense 
from an exergy perspective.’ said 
Zmeureanu, because the equa- 
tion is extremely unbalanced. 


A 2005 compilation of interna- 
tional studies on exergy use in 
buildings concluded that they 
use only 15 to 20 per cent of the 
exergy generated, while “80 per 
cent is wasted’ 

With this in mind, Zmeureanu 
and his team are focusing on 
research to minimize the waste. 
One of their projects is examining 
net-zero energy homes, another, 
exergy efficiency in ice rinks. 

Zmeureanu thinks Canadians 
have a long way to go in balancing 
their equations. “I don’t use an air 
conditioner in the summer; he 
said, but most people do. He 
pointed out that some day we 
may have to justify that luxury, as 
they do in France. 

“New residential buildings in 
France are legally prohibited 
from using A/C, he said. The 
Réglement Thermique of 2005 
requires new designs to avoid the 
need for mechanical summer 
cooling. In order to get permis- 
sion to use A/C, designers “must 
prove with computer simula- 
tions that there is no more ele- 
gant solution to the building's 
cooling requirements: 
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Journalism class finds audience 


TRACEY LINDEMAN 





Constantly subjected to the com- 
plaints of journalism students 
that their hard work is neither 
seen nor heard outside the 
department, Elias Makos decided 
to do something about it. 

“I've always heard the com- 
ment, ‘No one’s listening to this, 
no ones watching this,” said 
Makos, the department's techni- 
cal director. 

As a graduate of the Concordia 
journalism program, he could cer- 
tainly understand their frustra- 
tion, so last winter, he decided to 
surprise professor Peter Downie’s 
Advanced Television students by 
uploading their work to YouTube, 
a popular web site that allows just 
about everyone to post videos for 
the world to see. 

That was in March 2006. Makos 
has since uploaded 13 reports 
from the Advanced Television 
class and the diploma program 
under the name _ Concordia 
Broadcast. He estimates that the 


segments have been viewed near- 
ly 3,800 times, with some individ- 
ual videos getting up to 500 hits — 
exposure television students are 
happy to get. 

“Where's the audience? Youre 
putting all this effort into some- 
thing no one sees, said Misha 
Warbanski, echoing the senti- 
ments of her Advanced Television 
classmates. “I think a lot of stu- 
dents feel that ‘if 1 know it’s going 
to be on YouTube, I'm going to put 
a lot more effort into it?” 

Like the most _ recently 
uploaded video, a special report 
on consumerism for Buy Nothing 
Day produced by Warbanski’s TV 
group. “It’s absolutely fantastic? 
Makos gushed. He feels that the 
advanced broadcast students 
have always been enthusiastic 
about producing radio and tele- 
vision programs, but that the 
department's presence on the 
Internet has given students an 
added incentive to step it up a 
notch. 

Based on the success of the 


YouTube project, Makos will 
upload the introductory television 
class's final newscasts, and has 
begun podcasting the Advanced 
Radio students’ programs as well. 
As far as Makos can tell, no other 
journalism department in Canada 
or the U.S. has consistently 
uploaded its students’ projects. 

“For the most part, the reaction 
has been very positive’ Makos 
said. “We're not only trying to 
highlight students’ work—we're 
trying to highlight the department 
as well’ 

Peter Downie, a CBC veteran 
and much-loved broadcast jour- 
nalism professor, knows most stu- 
dents will take professional expo- 
sure any way they can get it, and 
YouTube provides the department 
with an excellent medium to do so. 

“Peter thinks it’s great. He's 
been really supportive, and he 
takes a lot of pride in his students; 
Warbanski said. 

Tune into www.youtube.com/ 
concordiabroadcast for students 
videos. 





JMSB beats the competition 


Congratulations to students in 
the JMSB, who have been distin- 
guishing themselves in competi- 
tions recently. 

Four teams earned a silver medal 
in the seventh annual Human 
Resources Symposium hosted by 
the Université de Sherbrooke. 

In another competition, the 
CIBER Case Challenge held by 
Ohio State University, Jenviev 
Azzolin, Christian Bonneau, 
Matthew Fishman and Elissa 
Morrissette earned second place. 
The teams were given 24 hours to 
research, analyze and solve a case 
reflecting a current international 
business problem. 


Kudos to the Graduate Diploma 
in Chartered Accountancy stu- 
dents who wrote the tough UFE 
(uniform final exam) set by the 
Order of Chartered Accountants 
of Quebec. 

Ninety-five JMSB students passed 
the UFE this year; they constitute 20 
per cent of Quebec's new CAs. 

The pass rate for first-time writ- 
ers at Concordia was 82 per cent, 
exceeding the national first-time 
pass rate of 79 per cent. 

David Charles Nayer earned the 
CICA Gold Medal and the cash 
prize for highest standing in 
Quebec and Jeffrey Cochrane made 
the Honour Roll. 
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Elias Makos, Journalism technical director, started uploading students’ 
work on to YouTube. The result is a popular outlet for student reports. 


Chemists converge: These graduate students (left) formed the 
organizing committee for the ninth annual Chemistry and Biochemistry 
Graduate Research Conference, held at the Richard J. Renaud Science 
Complex on Nov. 24 and 25. 

In the front row are Marta Kocun, Bonny Choy, Amy Wong, Monica 
Cheung and Julie Bonvin. In the back row are Michel Boisvert, Catherine 
Dimacacos, Krystel Kanaan and John Manioudakis. Missing from the 
photo are Jason Booth, Francois David, Nabil Al-Yassir and Biao Shen. 

About 180 graduate students attended the event from Concordia, the 
Université de Montréal, UQAM, McGill, Sherbrooke, Laval, Ottawa, 
Toronto, Carleton, Windsor and Waterloo; there was also a participant 
from the Georgia Institute of Technology. 

The founders say it is the premier conference of its kind and an 
original concept in Canada. Students are able to showcase their work in 
an informal environment, a panel of judges award cash prizes to 
outstanding participants, and representatives from chemical research 
companies and universities attend so the students can pursue science 
issues and career opportunities. 





The collective bargaining team of (from left) Nirali Shah, Kerri Fincham and Neha Batra competed in the Human 
Resources Symposium held recently at the Université de Sherbrooke. More competitions are shaping up in 
January, as Concordia’s MBA students host the annual International Case Competition, and 75 undergraduate 
management students compete in the Jeux du Commerce at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes Commerciales. 
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Love, medieval style 


KAREN HERLAND 


Shannon McSheffrey (History) 
became interested in gender rela- 
tions while doing her PhD 
research on the Lollards, a hereti- 
cal community in late 15th and 


early 16th century England. 
Her ongoing study of mores, 
manners and regulation in 


England during that period con- 
tinues to include the Lollards (she 
was recently awarded the Walter 
D. Love Prize by the North 
American Conference on British 
Studies for a paper on the group 
published in 2005) and expanded 
to include other elements. 

“I was interested in gender as a 
relational construction. Research- 
ing marriage and sexual relation- 
ships seemed the way to go, 
McSheffrey said. 

She has been poring over 
London court and church records 
from the late 15th century. Her 
research included breach of prom- 
ise agreements, annulments, 
charges of cruelty and bigamy and 
any other documents that might 


illustrate how couples met, court- 
ed, and eventually paired off. 

The result, Marriage, Sex and 
Civic Culture in Late Medieval 
London, was published in June of 
this year. The book is an explo- 
ration of the place of marital and 
sexual relationships in the context 
and culture of the times. 
McSheffrey learned that civic offi- 
cials (including the mayor and 
aldermen) played a supervisory 
role in late 15th century London's 
intimate relationships. 

“I discovered that the personal 
was political, though not exactly 
as Germaine Greer saw it” 

Citizens (a status accorded only 
to relatively important men in the 
community including merchants 
and wealthy craftsmen) could 
name civic officials to act as 
guardians of their children in the 
event of their death. It would then 
fall to these politicians to super- 
vise and agree to marriages pro- 
posed by those “orphans of the 
city, as they were called. 

Her research has revealed 
interesting connections between 


the civic and the social in late- 
medieval London. The connec- 
tions made between the com- 
mercial interests of citizens and 
the political interests of politi- 
cians become more concrete 
within this arrangement. 

Most issues involving marriage 
and sexual relations were the 
realm of the church courts. 
McSheffrey’s research revealed 
that these courts often worked 
hand in hand with civic channels. 

Meanwhile, McSheffrey’s award- 
winning paper on the Lollards 
investigated why they were prose- 
cuted as heretics for saying the 
Lord’s Prayer in English in late 
medieval England at a time when 
that same material was available 
in print in entirely orthodox con- 
texts. McSheffrey concluded that 
intent became a key part of these 
trials. The fact that “the Lollards 
saw prayer in English as rebellion 
against the Church” became the 
offence. 

McSheffrey’s current research is 
considering this period’s court 
documents from a different point 








CONCORDIA JOURNAL | December 7, 2006 








Shannon McSheffrey is exploring the ways citizens used the court system 
in medieval England. 


of view. “Instead of looking past 
legal documents to the situations 
behind them, I am actually look- 
ing at the documents themselves’ 

At a time when most men of a 
certain stature spent much of 
their time in court rooms, and 
courts essentially ran neighbour- 
hoods and _ municipalities, 
McSheffrey has become in- 


trigued with how individuals 
“used the recording power of the 
governing authority to achieve 
what they wanted.” 

Her thesis suggests that individ- 
uals were not simply controlled by 
authorities, but could also use 
court records to establish eco- 
nomic and social agreements and 
legalize them. 








Jay Bryan on the merits of math as a journalistic tool 


DAWN WISEMAN 


Leo Gervais (Journalism) can 
strike fear into the hearts of his 
students — or at least some of 
them. All he has to do is mention 
math. “Some tell me they chose 
to study journalism just so theyd 
never have to do math again’ 

Jay Bryan (Journalism) under- 
stands where they are coming 
from. The Gazette's business and 
economic columnist admits he's 
“always been afraid of numbers,’ 
and never pursued math formally 
beyond the requirements of high 
school. Then, somewhere along 
the way, he “blundered into busi- 
ness journalism and found | 
enjoyed it?” 

Both Gervais and Bryan teach 
their students that a little math 
can go a long way. 

Gervais touches on math in 
one lecture of his first-year 
Writing and Reporting course. “I 
tell students it’s important; he 
said. Then he gives them an 
assignment where they have to 
deal with numbers. 

He admitted that as much as 
the students struggle, so do many 
professional journalists. “When 
the Quebec PST went from 6.5 to 
7.5 per cent, I saw many articles 


which said it was a 1 per cent 
increase in the tax. It was actual- 
ly a 1 percentage point increase 
that upped the tax by 15 per cent. 
Percentage change is a pretty 
powerful concept to understand” 

Bryan agrees. “If you can get a 
handle on basic arithmetic, per- 


centages and ratios, you pretty 
much have everything you need in 
order to determine if a business is 
a success, and why, he explained. 
He discovered that getting to 
the heart of a company’s annual 
report (or a federal budget) 
requires “ignoring the pretty pic- 


Jay Bryan encourages Journalism students to do the math, despite some 
heavy resistance from the numerically disinclined. 
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tures” to focus on “the boring 
stuff” The lists of numbers, foot- 
notes, graphs — all the stuff your 
eye just glosses over — “hide 
what they don't want you to see. 
As a journalist, that’s exactly 
what youre looking for.” 

Bryan (who now teaches edito- 
rial and column writing) said 
that when he was teaching busi- 
ness journalism, students usually 
ended up in the final-year class 
“by glossing over the parts of the 
course description they didn't 
want to see.” He and another pro- 
fessor who teaches opinion writ- 
ing split the class in half and 
switched groups half way 
through the term. “Twice a term 
I got a group of students whose 
faces fell when they realized we 
were going to talk about num- 
bers and economics.” 

To counter the fear and 
loathing, Bryan began by focus- 
ing on the journalism. “I don't 
expect them to learn sophisticat- 
ed analysis, but I do expect them 
to learn how to think, how to 
draw a conclusion based on logic 
and how to research facts ... and 
sometimes that involves math’ 
To help with the resulting anxi- 
ety, he provided a number of 
basic strategies. 


For instance, he suggests that 
two key questions to ask CFOs 
are ‘How much did you sell this 
year?’ and ‘How much did you 
sell last year?’ “If profits are 
growing faster than sales, then 
you know the company is either 
taking advantage of the cus- 
tomer or holding costs down’ 

Bryan also teaches the tricks 
and deceptions of graphing, such 
as expansion or compression of 
horizontal and vertical scales. 
This practice can make small 
gains look quite large, or large 
losses relatively small. 

He said the Wall Street Journal, 
“the gold standard in business 
journalism, is frequently guilty of 
having graphs in which one or both 
scales start not at zero, but halfway 
up asequence. “It’s an exaggeration 
to show the movement of whatever 
is being measured; he explained, 
“and it's dishonest” 

So far, Bryan has managed to 
win over most of the students in 
his class. “Some just aren't inter- 
ested,” he admitted, “but the big 
job is getting them to move from 
nothing to something.’ When 
students realize the power of 
basic math they “get exhilarated. 
I love it” said Bryan, “and I love 
being able to share” 
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From the heart 


BARBARA BLACK 


Creative Writing student Karen 
Rooney has just published her first 
book. Its style is breezy and confes- 
sional, like a long gab with a friend. 
Although it appeared in local 
bookstores only three weeks ago, 
she says readers are stopping her 
in the street to congratulate her. 

In Me and My Two Sons: A 
Journey of Healing, she relates the 
story of her tumultuous personal 
life. Both of her boys had serious 
health problems at a young age; 
one had part of a lung removed, 
while the other had two heart 
operations. She was in and out of 
hospitals seemingly throughout 
their childhood. 

The boys had different fathers, 
which is another part of the story. 
By her own admission, she made a 
lot of mistakes. “I lied. I manipu- 
lated. I thought I could control 
everything” she said in a phone 
interview from her home in 
Knowlton. 

“Fortunately, I learned from my 
bad behaviour. I learned to accept 
things I couldn't control, to leave 
them in the hands of God’ She 
added, “Sorry, I know people don't 
like to use that word’ 

Rooney has been a Concordia 
student since 1989. She started in 
a psychology program and 





switched to commerce, which is 
still her major, taking time out 
when she had to. Then she started 
taking courses in creative writing. 

With a dramatic screenplay in a 
drawer and two novels in the 
works, Rooney considers herself a 
fiction writer, so the inspirational 
memoir is a departure from her 
normal practice. She has been a 
writer “since Grade 67 and took 
her first course from the Quebec 
Writer's Federation at the Atwater 
Library. 

She says the creative writing 
courses at Concordia may have 
helped with her fiction but not 
with her memoir, except that 
attending university teaches the 
discipline that writers need. 

Some of her English courses 
have been intimidating. “The one 
I'm taking now — I nearly freaked 
out. The teacher is using words 
like hermeneutics and semiotics, 
and the other guys in the class are 
nodding as if they know what he's 
talking about” But maybe they 
don't have a screenplay in the 
drawer. 

Her publisher for Me and My 
Two Sons is Price-Patterson, a 
small Quebec press that usually 
handles local history, such as the 
biography of Sir William Hingston 
published last year with input 
from Concordia’s Centre for 





Karen Rooney's first book is now in 
print. 
Canadian Irish Studies. 

Rooney knew how lonely and 
anxious the parents of sick chil- 
dren sometimes feel, so she start- 
ed the Heart of Life Fund for the 
Montreal Children’s Hospital. It 
has raised more than $800,000 to 
benefit cardiology patients. 

Her boys are now fine. Kyle, who 
had the heart operations, is 13, 
and Matthew, who was born pre- 
maturely and had a cystic lung, is 
21, six foot three and a student in 
the John Molson School of 
Business. Rooney's ambition is to 
graduate before he does. She's 
close to finishing her degree, but 
she says she'll always be a student: 
“Tm a lifelong learner” 


Teddy bears say yes to scholarships: A teddy bear “adoption” raised $2,250 for the Colors of 
Concordia scholarships in the JMSB when it was held Nov. 23 in the lobby of the Guy Metro Building. Above are Colors 
of Concordia founder and indefatigable fundraiser Ramona Senecal, CASA Cares president Vicki Braide and CASA Cares 


VP Finance Erin Potofsky. 


“We have raised over $10,700 with the Teddy Bear Adoption, and have been able to give to the Montreal 
Children's Hospital hundreds of teddy bears for sick children over the holidays,” Senecal said. 

Senecal has benefited from the help of CASA Cares for the last two years. “Thanks to Kelly, Erin and Vicki, 
we are now closer to the $24,000 needed for the Colors of Concordia endowment.” E 
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Creative writing 
looks for authenticity 


Thinking of writing a book 
about your own life — or your 
fantasy life? Terry Byrnes, a 
longtime teacher of creative 
writing in the English 
Department, offers this com- 
ment: 

“The notion of the writer 
today is affected by the Internet, 
where people ‘publish’ every- 
thing from the record of their 
daily lives to long narratives 
based on the heroes of their 
favorite online games. Conse- 
quently, we see applications 
from students who announce 
that they're interested in writing 
everything from sword-and-sor- 
cery to romance to pornography, 
all of which are now called ‘genre 
fiction? 

“Those writers usually follow 
very strict guidelines for the 
plot, content, and voice of a 
story. Essentially, they want to 
recreate stories, not invent 
them. We're interested in fresh- 
ness of voice and sensibility — 
which isn’t the territory of genre 
fiction — so we advise those 
potential students to look else- 
where. 

“We also see a number of 
prospective writers — often 
mature people — who wish to 


write a novel based on their 
lives. Their lives might be utterly 
fascinating, but those students 
eventually learn that printed 
narrative is a very poor repre- 
sentation of lived experience. 

“The best story, they some- 
times discover, is one that may 
be loyal to place and circum- 
stance (growing up in Morocco, 
or fleeing Poland at the start of 
World War II and finding refuge 
in Samarkand), but quite disloy- 
al to the events in which they 
actually participated. 

“I remember a student from a 
number of years ago who wrote 
a huge, unmanageable novel/ 
autobiography about her time in 
Mexico after the revolution and, 
later, her political activism in 
Canada during the American 
McCarthy era and its Canadian 
echo. 

“Publishers found the materi- 
al both important and fascinat- 
ing but the structure and the 
prose completely unmanage- 
able. It wasn’t published, but it 
was deposited in the National 
Archives, where some future 
researcher will struggle to deci- 
pher the life actually lived from 
the story the author was trying 
to concoct.” 





One more draw 
for Centraide 


The prizes for giving to Centraide 
just keep coming, At a pasta lunch 
Dec. 7, on both campuses, digital 
cameras were given away. The 
lunch raised $5 per diner for the 
campaign. 

Here are the winners of the 
weekly thank-you draw held Nov. 
23: Tim Schwab (Communication 
Studies) won a set of speakers; 
Maria Ciaramella (Chemistry & 
Biochemistry) won a set of barbe- 
cue tools; Nancy Curran (Auxiliary 
Services) won a gift certificate for 
Tony the Magician; and Maurice 
Rossin-Arthiat (Accountancy) 
won tickets to the Canadiens 
hockey game on Dec. 14. 

Here are the winners of the 
draw held Nov. 30: Anna Beth 
Doyle (Psychology) won a gift 
certificate for one night at the 
Nouvel Hotel; Darlene Hnatchuk 
(Counselling & Development) 
won an iPod and speakers; 
Steven Appelbaum (Manage- 
ment) won a portable DVD play- 
er; and Diane Moffat (Electrical 


& Computer Engineering) won a 
digital camera. 

Congratulations to everyone. 
The last draw will be held Dec. 8. 
The prizes are a universal remote 
control, two sets of speakers that 
can be used with MP3 players and 
iPods, and two portable DVD play- 
ers. 

All you have to do to be eligible 
is to submit your Centraide pay- 
roll deduction form. For more 
information go to centraide.con- 
cordia.ca. Only $5 per pay cheque 
comes to $130 for the year, and 
you'll never miss it! 

The Centraide committee 
reports that the campaign has 
raised $107,000 so far, and they're 
aiming even higher. 
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Accommodations 


Renting beautifully furnished bedroom with balcony 
plus living room. Shared kitchen and bathroom, 
Includes phone, net plus utilities. Laundry in building. 
Ten mins. to Loyola Campus. Long- or short-term. $650 
per month. 514-488-4538. 


Large bedroom available for February 1, 2007 in spa- 
cious, charming 5-1/2 apartment; share kitchen, living 
room and bathroom. Would also work well as a day- 
time workspace or studio. I'm a 42 year old female pro- 
fessional (academic), with two incredibly friendly cats. 
This is a quiet, non-smoking, walk-up building located 
in Monkland Village, two streets from Villa Maria 
metro station and numerous bus lines. Monthly rent of 
$465 includes shared utilities (gas, Hydro, 
cable/phone/wireless internet). Contact: pamelagri- 
maud@msn.com 


4-1/2, 2 bdr. $635 Montreal West (near Loyola). Quiet 
residential area. Lots of greenery and free outdoor 
parking. Please call Kristina 514-349-3901 or 514-237- 
2163 


Furnished bright, large room to rent in TMR, near the 
165 bus. Kitchen, laundry access, yard and parking 
facilities. $380/month. Call Kris at 514-738-7055. 


Renovated large 5 1/2 condo-style in LaSalle, very 
bright, open concept 2 large balconies, central air, close 
to all services. Ideal for semi-retired couple, non- 
smoker Tel: 514-978-7070 $925 e-mail: a.lecchino@ 
total.net 


House to share - Mont St. Hilaire. Academic who enjoys 
meditation and vegetarian lifestyle, seeks like-minded 
female professional to share spacious house in Mont St. 
Hilaire. Available room has private bathroom/shower. 
$650/mo. includes utilities, Internet, cable and use of 
washer/dryer. Close to train station and Highway 20. 
Call 450-467-2346. 


Garage or driveway parking available. Five minutes 
from Loyola for $50/month. Contact Carol at 514-481- 
9461 


Furnished condo in triplex with access to garden. 
Available January 2007. Short or long-term lease. 
Everything included. Easy parking. Near Jarry Park, 3 
Metro stations and all amenities. $965/mo. Contact 
Rhéal or Francine 450-463-0434 (home), 514-591-2422 
(cell). Email: rheal.desjardins@sympatico.ca 


Chalet to share for the winter season: Looking for a 
family to share the rental of a chalet in the Estrie region 
from Dec. 1, 2006 until April 15, 2007. Lake-front, 10 
minutes from the Mont Orford trails. 3 bedrooms, one 





bathroom and a fireplace in the living room. Wed alter- 
nate the use of the chalet every week and share the 
Christmas and February break (one-week each family). 
Overall rental $2,750 for each family, everything includ- 
ed (heating, firewood, snow removal). The Fortin- 
Tillard family: 514-739-4101. 


Renovated, furnished family home in Montreal West 
available for a one-year sabbatical starting August 
2006. 3 bdrm, 2-1/2 bathrooms, large back yard, fin- 
ished basement with office. Asking $2000 + utilities. 
Email j.gilbert-green@sympatico.ca 


Two Nice Rooms for rent in a house with full service. 
Includes bathroom, kitchen, living room, wireless 
internet, washer/dryer, heating, electricity, basic food 
service. Muslim family environment (looking for a 
Muslim male or female). Located in Brossard, two 
mins. from Autoparc, near Mail Champlain shopping 
center. Can reach downtown in 10 min. $600 month. 
For more information, contact 450-656-1774 or 450- 
465-1880. 


Help wanted 


MUHC resident requires part-time live-in nanny imme- 
diately. Free housing in exchange for minimal time 
commitment. Includes fully furnished bedroom, pri- 
vate bathroom and much more. Primarily for assis- 
tance with transporting to and from daycare. Must be 
very responsible and preferably own a car. Call 514- 
461-3285 or email jhinesO1@hotmail.com 


Services 


Language services in French and English — proofread- 
ing, editing, tutoring, translation, help in thesis propos- 
al preparation. Concordia grad with education back- 
ground. Price is negotiable based on job. Call 514-768- 
5137. Email: biancageo@yahoo.com 


Screenwriting Seminars. Learn the basics in just one 
day! Check out www.explore-the-possibilities.com and e- 
mail through the site for more information. 


GMAT prep seminar starts very soon. e-mail: 
Info@AdvantageMontrealSeminars.com 


Word Processing Tape transcription, term papers, man- 
uscripts, CVs. Near Atwater and Souvenir. Call Carole 
at 514-937-8495 


Effective, experienced and affordable Science grad 
available for Organic Chem I and Il, Physical 
Chemistry, Bio, Math, Cal, Biochem, Intro to Science 
and also for French language and many Arts courses. 
Call 514-594-2900. 





Reminder to potential graduates for Spring 2007: 


Application deadline is Jan. 15 


Students eligible to graduate in Spring 2007 must submit their graduation application 
by Jan. 15, 2007. Applications submitted after this date will be accepted for a limited 
period and must be accompanied by a letter of appeal addressed to the Office of the 


Registrar. A late fee will be applied in addition to the existing graduation fee. 


Further information and the graduation application form are available at 
registrar.concordia.ca/convo/index.html. 
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Ted Phillips Vocal Ensemble 


Kimberly Adams, Assistant to the Chair, Electrical and 
Computer Engineering, is the soloist and co-founder of the Ted 
Phillips Vocal Ensemble. Phillips is a longtime local jazz musi- 
cian, a former student of Wray Downes, and an alumnus. 


The ensemble, which interprets jazz, blues, gospel, Latin, and 
calypso, has 20 singers and five instrumentalists, including 
some with Concordia connections. They are pressenting a con- 
cert on Saturday, Dec. 9, at the Oscar Peterson Concert Hall. 


Down the rabbit hole 


Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, a stage version of the Lewis 
Carroll classic, is a scrumptious holiday treat for young fans of 
Geordie Productions. The adaptation is by Theatre teacher 
Harry Standjofski, and the production includes the active parti- 
cipation of Concordia’s Theatre Department. 


Precocious young Alice stumbles down a rabbit hole one lazy 
summer afternoon and meets a cast of wacky and beloved char- 
acters. Recommended for ages 6 to 106, the production is only 
one hour long. 


The remaining performances are Saturday, Dec. 9, and Sunday, 
Dec. 10, at 1 and 3 p.m., in the D.B. Clarke Theatre, accessible 
from the lobby of the Henry F. Hall Building. Tickets are $12.50 
children, $15 adults. Please call 514-845-9810 for more informa- 
tion. 





Ignition at the Ellen 


The current show at the Leonard and Bina Ellen Art Gallery fea- 
tures Olga Chagaoutdinova, Esther Choi, Leigh Davis, Dil 
Hildebrand, Shawna McLeod, Monique Moumblow and Pall 
Thayer, all young, promising artists from Concordia’s Graduate 
Studio Arts program. Their practices include photography, 
video, painting, drawing and new media. 


The works featured in this third annual edition of /gnition were 
selected by Marie-Josée Jean, director of VOX in Montreal, and 
Michéle Thériault. The show opens today and runs until Jan. 6. 
The gallery is on the main floor of the J.W. McConnell Building 
(LB), 1400 de Maisonneuve Blvd. 


Leonard Cohen inspires fundraiser 


The Quebec Association for Adult Learning (QAAL), which is 
based at Concordia, will sponsor an evening called the Poetry 
and Song of Leonard Cohen tomorrow evening, Dec. 8, at the 
Fraser-Hickson Institute, 4855 Kensington Ave., in NDG. 


Tickets are $20 for QAAL members, $25 for others, and may be 
reserved by contacting 514-848-2424, ext. 2036, or 
qaal@alcor.concordia.ca. The proceeds will go to Dawson 
College for scholarships in non-violent communication training 
for adult educators. 





Short course with klezmer 
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A compact graduate course in Canadian Jewish Studies and 
Diaspora Studies is being offered over two weeks in January. 


Called Diasporic Theory and Practice: The Case of Canadian 
Jews, it will be taught by Richard Menkis from the University of 
British Columbia. He will be joined in the second week by Emmy 
award winner Michael Alpert, a pioneering figure in the current 
renaissance of East European Jewish klezmer music for over 25 
years. For more information, please contact cjs@alcor.concor- 
dia.ca. 


The Journal will be on hiatus over the holidays. Our next 
issue will be available on Jan.11, 2007. Please ensure that 
announcements are sent to cjournal@alcor.concordia.ca 
by Jan. 7. Our full schedule for the winter term is available 
at cjournal.concordia.ca 


Meanwhile, find out what’s going on at News@Concordia 
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The Black Box represents a balance of art and science dressed up with 
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No rest for hoopsters 


DANIEL BARTLETT 


The Concordia Stingers men’s 
basketball team continued their 
winning ways last week, handing 
the McGill Redmen their first loss 
and defeating the Bishops 
Gaiters for the second time this 
season. The Stingers now sit 
comfortably on top of the 
Quebec conference with a 5-0 
record, and remain the province's 
only undefeated team going into 
the winter holidays. 

Led by two-time QSFF coach of 
the year John Dore, the Stingers 
are currently on a 16-game regular 
season winning streak that start- 
ed last January. Their only loss 
during that stretch came in last 
year's playoffs, when the Stingers 
were outscored 102-90 by the 
UQAM Citadins in the QUBL 
semi-finals. 

“[There are] good people on the 
team who are serious about 
school and basketball; Dore said. 
“I think were pretty athletic.” 

With the Stingers participating 


in the University of Victoria's Guy 
Vetrie Invitational Tournament at 
the end of the month, Dore said 
his players will get a little break 
from practice this week before 
starting preparations for the 
event. In all, the Stingers will have 
between 10 and 13 more practices 
before Christmas Day and anoth- 
er one Dec. 26, two days before the 
start of the tournament. They will 
also be volunteering at Sun Youth, 
helping with the organization's 
Christmas basket campaign. 

“We don't take off over the holi- 
days, said the Stingers head 
coach. 

At the tournament, Dore will be 
looking to his star players when 
the Stingers go up against some of 
the country’s highest ranked uni- 
versities. 

Guard Benjamin Surmonte, 
who returned to the Stingers after 
working on his master’s degree at 
the Université de Montréal last 
year, said the tournament will be 
a “big test” for the team. Dore is 
also expecting a strong perform- 


ance from the Stingers’ leading 
scorer, power forward Patrick 
Perrotte, whom he described as 
the “heart and soul of the team? 

“What I do greatest is play 
hard, Perrotte said. “I have to set 
the pace for the [rookies]” 

The only fifth-year player on the 
team, Perrotte leads the Quebec 
conference with an average of 16.2 
points per game. Despite this, he 
only has one goal in mind. 

“Usually we want to go to the 
nationals. This year, we want to 
win the nationals,’ Perrotte said. 

When evaluating the Stingers 
early success, Dore said it is 
impossible to ignore the presence 
of the Buckley brothers. Damian, 
the younger of the two, is busy 
proving that his first-team all-star 
rookie season wasn't a fluke, while 
older brother Dwayne was hon- 
oured this week as the Stingers’ 
male athlete of the week. 

“Damian is one of the better 
point guards in the country, [and] 
Dwayne’s a tremendous athlete? 
Dore said. 


The Stingers’ Damian Buckley darts past McGill's Matthew Thornhill on 
the way to an 88-71 win for Concordia. The game was played on Nov. 30 at 
McGill. The Stingers will be working steadily through the holidays. 


CONCORDIACORNER 





Welcome to the holodeck, Captain 
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DAWN WISEMAN 


Walking into the Black Box, you 
get the impression that anything 
can happen here ... and it does. 

The room is huge, about three 
storeys cubed. And it’s dark, 
entirely black except for a grey 
grid on the floor and a movie-the- 
atre-sized screen on the west wall. 
Projected on the screen is a static 
field of digital stars against an 
electronic night sky. About a 
dozen people scurried around, 
eyes accustomed to the dim light, 
getting ready for a dress rehearsal. 

“Step onto the floor; Sha Xin 
Wei invited, “This is what it’s all 
about” Sha is the Canada Re- 
search Chair in Media Arts and 
Sciences. Shadowy outlines of 
our bodies appeared on the 
screen, amid the stars. 

“Move, Sha prompted, and as 
soon as we did, the stars were in 
flight, drawn to our e-shadows 
like magnets. All around, a 
strange symphony of sound 
played in harmony with the 
motion on the screen. It was 
remarkably compelling. 

“It’s called Meteor Shower; Sha 
explained later. It’s an example of 


what he calls responsive media — 
visual or sonic textures that 
evolve and change in concert with 
how people move. Meteor Shower 
is also just one of the ways that 
Sha and his students (undergrads 
Jean Sébastien Rousseau, Louis- 
André Fortin, Tim Sutton and 
Emmanuel Thivierge) are explor- 
ing how to make the ordinary 
extraordinary. 

“Ultimately, we want to see if 
people can create a bit of marvel 
in their everyday experience as 
we figure out how to build 
responsive media in public and 
domestic spaces’ 

For Sha, the Black Box is a lab, 
a protected space for creating 
and incubating what we may one 
day experience in our parks or 
our homes. “Here we get to build 
the media and figure out the real- 
ly difficult engineering answers 
to how you get installations like 
Meteor Shower to last outside 
with the wind and the rain’? 

But the Black Box is much 
more than a lab. It’s also a dance 
studio, a theatre, a warehouse, a 
meeting place. As Sha pointed 
out, it isn’t actually any of these 
things without some help. 











“Essentially, it’s a tabula rasa. 
Anyone who goes in can make it 
what they need it to be” 

The room needs complementa- 
ry equipment to meet specific 
needs. So for Meteor Shower to 
work, Sha moved computers and 
wiring down from his Topological 
Media Lab in another section of 
the EV Building. 

The Black Box is just one of the 
facilities built with a $21-million 
Canadian Foundation for Inno- 
vation (CFI) grant awarded to 
Hexagram, the Institute for 
Research, Creation in Media Arts 
and Technologies. Funding will 
also contribute to the construc- 
tion of an identical facility at 
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UQAM. The two boxes will even- | 


tually be linked by a high speed 
Internet line that will allow for 
collaborative work at a distance. 

While the 75 artist-researchers 
at Concordia and UQAM who are 
members of Hexagram have pri- 
ority for booking the space, Black 
Box Coordinator Mark Baehr 
pointed out that it is a communi- 
ty facility available to all faculty 
and graduate students who can 
make use of the space’s huge 
potential. 


